I would certainly encourage anyone who, aft er reading the article, fi nds him-or herself interested in this music to contact Aaron about how to obtain the recordings.
For those of us living in southern California, the conclusions reached by Steve LaDochy come as no surprise. Seeing the information quantifi ed is, however, quite sobering and should help to bring to the forefront the role the APCG should take in the discourse surrounding global climate change. Gabe Judkins discusses the mechanisms contributing to the decline in cotton cultivation in Arizona, a topic that crosses into a number of diff erent geography subfi elds and highlights the importance of empirical fi eldwork in our discipline.
Although the confl uence is unintentional, this issue off ers three diff erent views into the Pacifi c Northwest: Gina Bloodworth and James White take us through the 75-year history of the Columbia Basin project, while James Lowry, Mark Patterson, and William Forbes provide an interesting look at how the "Northwest" is perceived by college students from a variety of other regional universities (the results are quite enlightening and entertaining). It is also a pleasure to off er a piece from one of our esteemed emeritus colleagues. We have always encouraged retired faculty to submit work that draws upon their many years of geographical insight, and Richard L. Nostrand has done just that. Taking us back to his high school days in Seattle, Dr. Nostrand follows the dispersal of his 1957 graduating class and off ers his own explanations as to the resulting spatial pattern. I hope other retired and emeritus faculty will follow Dr. Nostrand's example and contribute something of their own based of their years of geographical experience.
Finally, continuing the tradition established in last year's edition of the Yearbook, Brenda Kayzar provides us with a glimpse into our next meeting place: San Diego. Brenda and I started in the San Diego State/UC Santa Barbara Joint Doctoral Program together, and I am very pleased that she has contributed this wonderful piece. While she is now gainfully employed at the University of Minnesota, I know she remains at heart a member of the APCG. Concluding this year's eff orts, Benjamin Timms reviews the new Latin America geography textbook authored by two of our members, Ed Jackiewicz and Fernando Bosco. As a personal aside to that review, from someone who teaches a few regional courses, here's a bit of advice to anyone considering writing a regional geography text: students love thematic texts.
Again, I must give my yearly thanks to Dave Deis, the Yearbook graphics editor, and to Rick Cooper, the Yearbook copy editor and my partner in all things GarageBand. Th is year's edition of the Yearbook was especially challenging given the increased use of all sorts of visual material, and I know how hard both of them worked to ensure that our reputation for high-quality production continues on. I can't thank them enough for their time and commitment to turning out another great Yearbook. I must also off er a very special thanks to my colleague Ron Davidson for his continuing outstanding editorial assistance. It really helps that his offi ce is just down the hall from mine, but I have noticed that he is closing his door more and more these days.
Once again I close with the same request as last year: I encourage every member of the APCG, especially graduate students and junior faculty, to support the Yearbook through the submission of your work in whatever form that may take. We will continue to off er a forum for APCG members, and I hope you will take advantage of the opportunity the Yearbook off ers for the publication of your research eff orts.
On a personal note, and while keeping in mind the accomplishments of Nancy Wilkinson, I am very pleased to acknowledge Dr. William Bowen's well-deserved Distinguished Service Medal award. Dr. Bowen was the professor in the very fi rst geography class I ever took, and it was his excellence at imparting the wonder and variety of geography that inspired me to really take the discipline seriously and make a career of it. Even aft er retiring from active teaching, he continues to give back to students and to our organization, and when I go to the annual Bowen Christmas party I always make sure to spend a few minutes with him to absorb more of his geographical wisdom. Th ank you for your service, Dr. Bowen.
Jim Craine California State University, Northridge
